
A national public service education campaign is
underway to emphasize the high cost of alcohol abuse
in death, wasted lives, and tragedy. This unprece-
dented effort to inform the public of the serious
problems associated with everyday misuse of alcohol
is being conducted by the National Institute on Al-
cohol Abuse and Alcoholism, Health Services and
Mental Health Administration.

The campaign includes newspaper advertisements,
television and radio spot announcements, posters,
and other materials. An educational program, aimed
primarily at young people, focuses on the peculiar
properties of ethyl alcohol (the drug used in bever-
ages), of its effects on the body, and the hazards of
its misuse. This program includes publications and
films on the problems of alcohol abuse and the de-
velopment of curriculum guidelines for alcohol edu-
cation in schools.

According to Dr. Morris E. Chafetz, Director of
the NIAAA, "The central message of the campaign
is that, while responsible use of alcoholic beverages
is accepted in our society, the abuse of alcohol is un-
acceptable. We are not telling people to drink or not
to drink. That is a personal, private decision. What
we are saying is that if one chooses to drink, he has
a responsibility not to destroy himself or society.
This in its broadest sense is responsible drinking."
The campaign is also stressing that a person's de-

cision not to drink should be respected, and people
who serve alcohol to others should recognize their
responsibility for the consequences.
The NIAAA reports that an estimated 9 million

persons in the tUnited States have drinking problems,
and that about 100,000 new cases of alcoholism
occur yearly. More than 25,000 Americans are killed
annually in highway accidents involving alcohol, and
the drug plays a part in thousands of other accidental
deaths.
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